
      Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost 
 
 

The Baptisms of 

Cameron William Lovetere 
Brooke Pierce Lovetere 

Mason James Mucciarone 
 

Epiphany Parish 
October 18, 2026 – 10:00am    

Rite II 
 
 
 

We gather with joy in the power of Jesus’ name, to care for one another  
and to include all people through our fellowship, education and outreach. 

 
 
 
 

The Prelude 
 

The Opening Hymn        H#458 My song is love unknown, vs 1, 2, and 5 
 

The Sunday School Song                   'This is the Day' 
This is the day, this is the day 
that the Lord has made, 
that the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice, 
we will rejoice and be glad in it, 
and be glad in it. 
 

The Word of God 
Celebrant:  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.                
People:      And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 
 
The Collect for Purity                     p355 
 

The Gloria                     S-280 
 

The Collect of the Day (in Unison)  
Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your glory among the nations: 
Preserve the works of your mercy, that your Church throughout the world may persevere with 
steadfast faith in the confession of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

This is the day that the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it. 
This is the day, 
this is the day that the Lord has made. 
 



The First Reading                        Isaiah 45:1-7 
Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, 
whose right hand I have grasped 
 

to subdue nations before him 
and strip kings of their robes, 
 

to open doors before him-- 
and the gates shall not be closed: 
 

I will go before you and level the mountains, 
 

I will break in pieces the doors of bronze 
and cut through the bars of iron, 
 

I will give you the treasures of darkness 
and riches hidden in secret places, 
 

so that you may know that it is I, the Lord, 
the God of Israel, who call you by your name. 
 

For the sake of my servant Jacob, 
and Israel my chosen, 
 

I call you by your name, I surname you, though you do not know me. 
 

I am the Lord, and there is no other; 
besides me there is no god. 
I arm you, though you do not know me, 
 

so that they may know, from the rising of the sun 
and from the west, that there is no one besides me; 
I am the Lord, and there is no other. 
 

I form light and create darkness, 
I make weal and create woe; 
I the Lord do all these things. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
People    Thanks be to God. 
 

The Psalm 96:1-9, (10-13) 
1 Sing to the Lord a new song; * 
 sing to the Lord, all the whole earth. 
 

2 Sing to the Lord and bless his Name; * 
 proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day. 
 

3 Declare his glory among the nations * 
 and his wonders among all peoples. 
 



4 For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; * 
 he is more to be feared than all gods. 
 

5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; * 
 but it is the Lord who made the heavens. 
 

6 Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! * 
 Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary! 
 

7 Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples; * 
 ascribe to the Lord honor and power. 
 

8 Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; * 
 bring offerings and come into his courts. 
 

9 Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; * 
 let the whole earth tremble before him. 
 

10 [Tell it out among the nations: "The Lord is King! * 
 he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved; 
 he will judge the peoples with equity." 
 

11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 
 let the sea thunder and all that is in it; * 
 let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 
 

12 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy 
 before the Lord when he comes, * 
 when he comes to judge the earth. 
 

13 He will judge the world with righteousness * 
 and the peoples with his truth.] 

 
The Epistle Reading                      1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ: 
 

Grace to you and peace. 
 

We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly 
remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness 
of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has 
chosen you, because our message of the gospel came to you not in word only, but also in 
power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of persons we 
proved to be among you for your sake. And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in 
spite of persecution you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, so that you 
became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. For the word of the Lord 
has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith in 



God has become known, so that we have no need to speak about it. For the people of those 
regions report about us what kind of welcome we had among you, and how you turned to God 
from idols, to serve a living and true God, and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised 
from the dead-- Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming. 
 

 The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
The Gradual Hymn                H#498 Beneath the cross of Jesus 
 
The Gospel                 Matthew 22:15-22 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 

The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap Jesus in what he said. So they sent their disciples to 
him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the 
way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not regard 
people with partiality. Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or 
not?” But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you 
hypocrites? Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. Then he said 
to them, “Whose head is this, and whose title?” They answered, “The emperor’s.” Then he said 
to them, “Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the 
things that are God’s.” When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went 
away. 

  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The Sermon              The Rev. Christen H. Mills 

 
 
 
 
 

Sacrament of Baptism 
 

Presentation and Examination of the Candidate                         p301 
The Celebrant says:  The Candidate for Holy Baptism will now be presented. 
Parents and Godparents say:       
 I present (name of each child presented) to receive the Sacrament of Baptism. 
Celebrant asks the parents and godparents:     
 Will you be responsible for seeing that the children you present is brought up in the 
 Christian faith and life? 



Parents and Godparents say:    I will, with God's help. 
Celebrant says:  
 Will you by your prayers and witness help these children to grow into the full stature of  
 Christ? 
Parents and Godparents say:    I will, with God's help. 
 

Question: Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against 
  God? 
Answer:  I renounce them. 
Question: Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the  
  creatures of God? 
Answer: I renounce them. 
Question: Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God? 
Answer: I renounce them. 
Question: Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior? 
Answer: I do. 
Question: Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love? 
Answer: I do. 
Question: Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord? 
Answer: I do. 
Celebrant addresses the congregation:     
 Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these persons in 
 his life in Christ? 
People:        We will. 
 

The Baptismal Covenant          p304 
Celebrant  Do you believe in God the Father? 
People  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
Celebrant  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
People  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  and born of the Virgin Mary. 
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried. 
  He descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again. 
  He ascended into heaven, 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
People I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic Church, 
  the communion of saints, 



  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. 
Celebrant  Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of 
 bread, and in the prayers? 
People I will, with God’s help. 
Celebrant  Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and  
  return to the Lord? 
People I will, with God’s help. 
Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
People  I will, with God’s help. 
Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
People  I will, with God’s help. 
Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of  
  every human being? 
People  I will, with God’s help. 
 

Prayers for the Candidate                                              p305 
Celebrant  Let us now pray for these people who are to receive the Sacrament of new birth. 
Leader Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader Open their hearts to your grace and truth. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader Send them into the world in witness to your love. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
Celebrant  Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus  Christ your   
 Son may live in the power of his resurrection and look for him to come   
 again in glory; who lives and reigns now and forever. Amen. 
 

Thanksgiving over the Water                  p306 
The Celebrant blesses the water, first saying:  
  The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 



Celebrant We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. 
  Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of creation. 
           Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage 
  in Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus 
  received the baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy 
  Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death 
  and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life. 
  We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are 
  buried with Christ in his death. By it we share in his 
  resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. 
  Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his 
  fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them in 
  the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
At the following words, the Celebrant touches the water: 
  Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your 
  Holy Spirit, that those who here are cleansed from sin and 
  born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus 
  Christ our Savior. 
  To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and 
  glory, now and for ever. Amen.  
 

The Baptism                     p307 
The candidates are presented by name to the Celebrant, who then immerses, or pours water 
upon, the candidate, saying: 
 

 (Name of each child), I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the  
  Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

When this action has been completed, the celebrant, at a place in full sight of the congregation, 
prays over them, saying: 
  Let us pray. 
  Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy 
  Spirit you have bestowed upon this your servant the 
  forgiveness of sin, and have raised him to the new life of 
  grace. Sustain him, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give him 
  an inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and to 
  persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy 
  and wonder in all your works. Amen. 
Then the celebrant places a hand on each of the children’s heads, marking on the foreheads the 
sign of the cross and saying: 
 

 (Name of each child), you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ's 
 own for ever. Amen. 
 

The Celebrant says:             Let us welcome the newly baptized. 



Celebrant and People:   
We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ crucified, Proclaim his 
resurrection, and share with us in his eternal priesthood. 
 

The Peace is now exchanged. 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

 

The Peace  

Welcome and Announcements 

The Offertory Hymn                Sung by The Choir 

The Doxology                     H#380(verse 3) 

 

 

 

The Eucharistic Prayer B                                 p367 

The Sanctus (sung)                              H# S-125 

The Lord’s Prayer                                          p364 

The Breaking of the Bread                   p364 

The Communion Hymn                                       H#326 From glory to glory advancing 

The Post Communion Prayer                                                                                        p365 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Blessing 

The Closing Hymn            H#660 O Master, let me walk with thee 

The Dismissal 

 

 



 

Welcome  

Cameron William Lovetere 

Brooke Pierce Lovetere 

Mason James Mucciarone! 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Invitation for Spiritual Communion 
This prayer is a personal prayer that you can say when you desire communion but are unable to 
receive the sacrament. Lord Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament of 
the Altar. I love you above all things, and long for you into my soul. Since I cannot now receive 
you sacramentally, come spiritually into my heart. I embrace you and unite myself entirely to 
you. Let me never be separated from you. Amen. 

 
Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #M-401554. All 

rights reserved.”   



 


