
 The Second Sunday in Lent 
Epiphany Parish 

March 1, 2026 – 10:00am    
Rite II 

 

 
We gather with joy in the power of Jesus’ name, to care for one another  
and to include all people through our fellowship, education & outreach. 

 
 

The Prelude 

The Silent Procession 

The Sunday School Song                   'This is the Day' 
This is the day, this is the day 
that the Lord has made, 
that the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice, 
we will rejoice and be glad in it, 
and be glad in it. 
 

The Word of God 
 

Officiant:  Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 
People:      His mercy endures for ever. 
  

The Decalogue                   p 350 
Hear the commandments of God to his people: 
I am the Lord your God who brought you out of bondage. 
You shall have no other gods but me. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 

You shall not make for yourself any idol. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 

You shall not invoke with malice the Name of the Lord your God.  
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 

Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 

Honor your father and your mother. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 

You shall not commit murder. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 

This is the day that the Lord has made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it. 
This is the day, 
this is the day that the Lord has made. 
 



You shall not commit adultery. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 

You shall not steal. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 

You shall not be a false witness. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 

You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor.  
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 

Officiant: Jesus said, “The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is the 
only Lord. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, 
and with all your strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no other 
commandment greater than these.”                  Mark 12:29-31 
 

The Celebrant then says:   
 Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Minister and People: 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in 

your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
  
The Absolution  
The Priest, stands and says:  
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  
Amen. 

 
Kyrie Eleison (Sung)                     S-86 
 
  



The Collect of the Day (in Unison)  
O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who have gone astray from 
your ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold 
fast the unchangeable truth of your Word, Jesus Christ your Son; who with you and the Holy 
Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 
The First Reading                                     Genesis 12:1-4a 

The Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to 
the land that I will show you. I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make 
your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and the one 
who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 
 

So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 
People    Thanks be to God. 
 

The Psalm 121 
1 I lift up my eyes to the hills; * 
  from where is my help to come? 
 

2 My help comes from the Lord, * 
  the maker of heaven and earth. 
 

3 He will not let your foot be moved * 
  and he who watches over you will not fall asleep. 
 

4 Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel * 
  shall neither slumber nor sleep; 
 

5 The Lord himself watches over you; * 
  the Lord is your shade at your right hand, 
 

6 So that the sun shall not strike you by day, * 
  nor the moon by night. 
 

7 The Lord shall preserve you from all evil; * 
  it is he who shall keep you safe. 
 

8 The Lord shall watch over your going out and your coming in, * 
  from this time forth for evermore. 

 
The Epistle Reading                          Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 
What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? For if 
Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. For 
what does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as 



righteousness.” Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something 
due. But to one who without works trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned 
as righteousness. 
 

For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his 
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the adherents of 
the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. For the law brings wrath; 
but where there is no law, neither is there violation. 
 

For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be 
guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who 
share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, as it is written, “I have made you 
the father of many nations”) —in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life 
to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
People    Thanks be to God. 

 
The Gradual Hymn        LEVAS #28 Down at the cross where my Savior died 
 
 

The Gospel                                    John 3:1-17 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 

There was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night and 
said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can 
do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I 
tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.” Nicodemus said 
to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into 
the mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the 
kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and 
what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born 
from above.’ The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not 
know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 
Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of 
Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? 
 

“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do 
not receive our testimony. If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how 
can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except 
the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent 
in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have 
eternal life. 
 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 



may not perish but may have eternal life. 
 

“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the 
world might be saved through him.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The Sermon                                                                                        Rev. Christen H. Mills 

The Nicene Creed                            p358 

The Prayers of the People Form III                         p387 

The Peace  

The Offertory Hymn                      Sung by The Choir 

The Doxology                   H#380(verse 3) 

 

  
 

The Great Thanksgiving - Eucharistic Prayer A        p361 

The Sanctus                                     S-125 
The Lord’s Prayer                                          p364 

The Breaking of the Bread                   p364 

The Communion Hymn                        #323 Bread of heaven 

The Post Communion Prayer                                                                                        p365 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Blessing 

The Welcome & Announcements 

The Closing Hymn             H#546 Awake, my soul, stretch every nerve 

The Dismissal 



Birthday and Anniversary Blessing for March 
For a Birthday - O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servants 
as they begin another year.  Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen 
their trust in your goodness all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
For an Anniversary - O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is 
represented the spiritual unity between Christ and his Church:  Send therefore your blessing 
upon these your servants, that they may continue to love, honor, and cherish each other in 
faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true godliness, and that their home may be a haven 
of blessing and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
For Thanksgiving and Celebration 
(Adapted from the prayer 'For Joy in God's Creation' in the BCP) 
O heavenly Father, who has filled the world with beauty: 
Open our eyes to behold your gracious hand in all your works; 
that, by celebrating together with these your servants  
and rejoicing in your whole creation, we may learn to serve 
you with gladness; for the sake of him through whom all 
things were made, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Invitation for Spiritual Communion— This prayer is a personal prayer that you can say 

when you desire communion but are unable to receive the sacrament. Lord Jesus, I believe that 
you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament of the Altar. I love you above all things, and long 
for you into my soul. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, come spiritually into my 
heart. I embrace you and unite myself entirely to you. Let me never be separated from you. 
Amen. 
 

Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with 

license #M-401554. All rights reserved.”  

 


