Epiphany Parish Sunday School Info Packet

Sunday School Superintendent Alison DiPasca agdipasca@yahoo.com  

Sunday Church School encourages faith development through instruction, worship and fellowship for preschool through elementary school age children.  Sunday School begins at 9:30 and runs from September through May.  We gather upstairs in our Children's Chapel for music and opening worship.  During this time we bring all the children together to start the day with songs, prayers and recognition of birthdays.  The children then go downstairs to their classrooms until it is time for the Eucharist.  At this time, they join the rest of the church to share Communion with their families.  In the Episcopal Church, Communion is open to all children although we do offer a “My Communion” class when children reach second grade in order to provide them with a deeper understanding of Holy Communion.  However, all are able to receive and it is the parents’ decision as to when they want their child to receive. Our pre-kindergarten children are instructed in The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd.  This program is rooted in the Bible, the liturgy of the church, and the educational principles of Maria Montessori.  Children gather in an "atrium", a room prepared for them, which contains simple materials that they use.  In the atrium the child can ponder a biblical passage or a prayer from the liturgy by taking the material for that text and working with it - placing wood figures of sheep in a sheepfold of the Good Shepherd, setting sculpted apostles around a Last Supper table, or preparing a small altar with the furnishings used for the Eucharist.  Children who are able to read may copy parables from the Bible, lay in order written prayers from the rite of baptism, or label a long time line showing the history of the kingdom of God. For our older children, grades 1-5, we are currently using the "Gather 'round" curriculum.  This program is based on the belief that the God we worship is the one who created the world, sustains it, and will bring it to completion.  God's love for the world was embodied in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, through whom we are reconciled to God as we confess our sin and self-centeredness. The Holy Spirit guides and strengthens us to fulfill God's purposes for the world. The Bible, the Holy Spirit, and the wisdom of the gathered faith community are intended to guide us in living faithfully as followers of Jesus.  Our service, mission, and simple living are grateful responses to God's generosity and our goal is to teach our children to participate in God's way by embracing peace and nonviolence, and by seeking justice and wholeness for humanity and for all of creation. “Family Sunday” services are held approximately once-a-month to provide children with the opportunity to spend this time with their families and participate in the worship service.  Sunday School is not held on Family Sunday so that children can participate by providing songs, readings and actively contributing to all aspects of the service. The caring and dedicated teaching staff at Epiphany work hard to provide the nurturing environment so essential for our children and as our Sunday School grows, we are in need of volunteers to teach or assist in the classrooms.  There is a sign up sheet on the bulletin board outside the classrooms for classroom assistants and all parishioners are welcome and encouraged to volunteer.  Please join us in the rewarding experience of teaching and sharing God’s love with our children. Please contact Sunday School Superintendent Alison DiPasca agdipasca@yahoo.com  

